
 

 
 Leyden High School District 212 

  

ENGLISH IV: JOURNALISM 
ENG 441/442 • 2017-2018 • Period 4/5 • Room 053 

Mr. John Rossi 
jrossi@leyden212.org 
East: 847-451-3098 /// West: 847-451-3144 
East Campus: Monday-Friday 7:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
West Campus: Monday-Friday 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
(These times vary a great deal. Please email in advance.) 

 

 Course Description* 
This is an English IV college prep elective course recommended for students who have an interest in the Internet/News Media 
relationship and/or students who have successfully completed coursework in digital photography, graphic design, and web 
design. This hands-on laboratory course focuses on the production of both a school newspaper and school news website. It 
involves a significant after-school time commitment during newspaper layout sessions. Students will have the opportunity to 
apply their creative, literary, and artistic skills while developing a variety of media projects focusing on Leyden community 
news. Students electing to take the course for honors credit will be held to higher quality standards for writing and research 
and will be asked to occupy leadership roles in the production. All English IV courses require the completion of several essays 
per semester and a research paper in second semester.  
 

Credit weight* 
College Prep or Honors  

Link to published core curriculum map* 
 

  Priority Standards* 
 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.6 
Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text in 
which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style 
and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or 
beauty of the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.6 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, 
and update individual or shared writing products in response 
to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.7 
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information 
presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a 
question or solve a problem. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8 
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print 
and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; 
assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of 
the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into 
the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a 
standard format for citation. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.6 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, 
and update individual or shared writing products in response 
to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.5 
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, 
audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to 
enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence 
and to add interest. 

 

   

https://sites.google.com/a/leyden212.org/leyden-curriculum-maps/english/eng-441-442-english-iv-journalism
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i19zZYlkMd32hKhkNdMvN7ZtqrtdDO6uAp0PGlDMa8k/edit?usp=sharing


Grading Categories* 
 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

Category Percent Weights* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

  

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS 
Mastery grade for written work and a portfolio of work 
organized around journalism standards and the quality of 
your written work. 

60 

 
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS 
Skills related to project management and collaboration. 

 
30 
Per Cycle Production  

  
PRACTICE 
Assignments that are related to quickly quantifiable 
practice, paticipation, SSR, etc. 

10 

 
Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale*: 90 - 100  A; 80-89  B; 70 - 79  C; 60 - 69 D; Below 60- F

 
 
Materials Needed 
● Pen and reporter’s notebook 
● Audio recorder (phone) 
● 8GB+ SD Card 
● Digital camera (checkout available) 
● Transfer cords/ability for personal devices 
● Headphones 
 
Retake/Late Work/Missing Assignment Policy 
● 10% penalty per day, for rough and final drafts, will be applied to all major writing assignments. Assignments submitted 

one week after any deadline will not be scored and cannot be made up. 
● Failure to meet deadlines for other tasks will result in low grades in the per issue project guide. 
● Should a student’s late work create delays in the process of publication, s/he may be issued a number of detentions 

equal to the amount of time required for him/her to complete the work or equal to the time it took others to make up 
for the deficiency. 

 
 
 
  



 
Course Narrative 
 

“First you jump off the cliff and build your wings on the way down.”― Ray Bradbury 

 
By the end of this course, students will increase their news and media literacy and actively consider key aspects of the civic purpose 
of journalism by engaging in a continuous news production cycle. By entering this process, they will individually progress toward 
established journalism standards and universally useful collaboration, communication, and project management skills. Students will 
be asked to become jacks of all trades, learning how to report, write, and create images for multiple sections of the news and for a 
variety of purposes. They will learn to form consensus out of chaos and to critique the message they send and receive. Certain 
students will also establish and refine their leadership styles. Between process cycles, students will consider and apply essential 
questions related to the role and function of a free press in the information age. 
 
Course-Wide Learning Outcomes 

1. The 1st Amendment: The student uses his/her understanding of the function, history, and development of a free and 
independent press in the United States in order to produce journalism that preserves or advances democratic principles. 
 

2. Law and Ethics: The student uses his/her knowledge of legal and ethical principles in order to make fair and ethical 
decisions while reporting on controversial and/or sensitive subjects. 
 

3. Media Analysis: The student uses his/her knowledge of important journalistic qualities (accuracy, balance, corroboration 
from multiple sources, attribution, etc.) in order to produce credible and effective journalism.  
 

4. Interpersonal Communication and Cooperation: In order to participate in worthwhile, varied collaboration with diverse 
partners, the student learns about and applies professionalism (listening eagerly, responding rationally, challenging 
articulately) in all contexts and particularly in those contexts where differences of opinion exist.  
 

5. Prose Writing: The student uses language knowledge (vocabulary, usage, mechanics, style, syntax) and steps in the writing 
process (outlining, peer review, revision, conferences) to make significant gains in nonfiction composition. 
 

6. Journalistic Writing: The student uses his/her knowledge of the various modes of journalistic writing in order to flexibly 
adapt writing structure and style to fulfill different purposes for diverse audiences, learning--at minimum--to inform, to 
intrigue, and to influence. 
 

7. Designing Text and Visuals: The student applies principles and techniques of media design to create effective, aesthetically 
pleasing visual components and meaningful and captivating text-based design elements (headlines, captions, pulled quotes, 
etc.). 
 

8. Technology: The student develops advanced knowledge of one or more proven or growing journalism technologies to 
create 21st century journalistic media. 
 

9. In Depth Reporting: The student selects relevant topics around which to complete sustained, complex paths of inquiry. S/he 
simplifies that inquiry via clearly organized, manageable tasks and communicates findings through meaningful written 
products. 

 
 
 
 
  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1630.Ray_Bradbury


Expectations and Procedures 
1. ENGAGE CURIOUSLY, EMERGE CONFIDENTLY 

We will tell  exciting stories, important stories, silly stories, and necessary stories. No matter what the subject, our attitudes 
should remain the same. Inquiry, a desire to know, is at the root of what we do. Once we have that, we need perseverance 
and problem solving to find answers. And we need to package and deliver those ideas in a manner that makes us proud. 
These are the behaviors that will be praised and rewarded. 
 

2. INTERDEPENDENCE, NOT INDEPENDENCE 
Pick whichever analogy you want, but understand that you’re enrolled in more than a class. Students in EIV Journalism are 
expected to treat this class with the same level of respect for and commitment to quality that they bring to their families, 
their workplaces, their athletic fields, etc.  
 

3. LUNCH IS FOR LEGWORK 
Time in this class will rarely be structured around a single, group task, but there will never be “nothing to do.” You and your 
peers will need to capitalize on class time and ask about how best to do this.  Even then, time outside of class will be 
required for interviewing, reporting, and shooting at various school and community events. The news happens outside of 
period ⅘ and outside of room 053.  

 
4. WORDS WILL REALLY HURT YOU 

Our work requires adherence to ethics and laws. Producing poor work in this class/not following the guidelines may actually 
be criminal. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated as it harms our image, not just your grade. The adviser and editors 
have the right to choose not to consider (for publication and grading) work that they deem is not a sincere effort to do the 
real work of journalism.  
 

5. NOT HERE, STILL CARE 
Regular attendance is essential for our cooperative efforts to succeed. Mr. Rossi will probably break this contract more than 
any other member of the team! But he will be sure to communicate his absence and fulfill his duties with only the most 
reasonable delay. He will then make every effort, losing sleep and abandoning lesser priorities, to be sure our work is 
uninterrupted. Students who are absent should follow his example. 
 

6. GO WITH THE FLOW 
Students are expected to understand how to share documents via Google Drive and to master other workflow technologies, 
such as TRELLO and Wordpress. Mr. Rossi will provide initial training on all systems and be available for refreshers. 
 

7. FACE TO FACE 
We’re in the story business, which means we’re in the people business. In person interviews are best; video conferencing is 
a close second, and a phone call is a distant third. Email is for the weak. Non-“live” exchanges are not considered 
interviews. 
 

8. “WITH GREAT FREEDOM…” 
Students who abuse their privileges of access or free-reign will lose them. Students in the hallways or at events with press 
passes are expected to be on press business, and teachers/admin in the building have been asked to take passes from those 
who seem purposeless. A detention will be issued, and you will need to serve a detention for each time you require your 
press pass in the following cycle. 
 
Students must use the sign-out, sign-in system for themselves and for equipment.  

 
 
Textbooks 

● Benson High School. News Writer’s Handbook. (Shared via GoogleDocs. You will refer to this for AP style formatting) 
● Harrower, Tim. Inside Reporting (Second Edition) A Practical Guide to the Craft of Journalism. 

McGraw-Hill: New York, 2010. 
● AP Style Book 


